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The cause [for blame] is only
upon those who ask permission
of you while they are rich. They
are satisfied to be with those who
stay behind, and Allah has sealed
over their hearts, so they do not
know.

They will make excuses to you
when you have returned to them.
Say, "Make no excuse — never
will we believe you. Allah has
already informed us of your news
[ie., affair]. And Allah will
observe your deeds, and [so will]
His Messenger; then you will be
taken back to the Knower of the
unseen and the witnessed,**® and
He will inform you of what you
used to do."

They will swear by Allah to you
when you return to them that you
would leave them alone. So
leave them alone; indeed they are
evil; and their refuge is Hell as
recompense for what they had
been earning.

They swear to you so that you
might be satisfied with them. But
if you should be satisfied with
them —indeed, Allah is not satisfied
with a defiantly disobedient people.

The bedouins are stronger in
disbelief and hypocrisy and more
likely not to know the limits of
what [laws] Allah has revealed to
His Messenger. And Allah is
Knowing and Wise.
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And among the bedouins are
some who consider what they
spend as a loss* and await for
you turns of misfortune. Upon
them will be a misfortune of evil.
And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.

But among the bedouins are some
who believe in Allah and the Last
Day and consider what they
spend as means of nearness to
Allah and of [obtaining] invocations
of the Messenger. Unquestionably,
it is a means of nearness for them.
Allah will admit them to His mercy.
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

And the first forerunners [in the
faith] among the Muhajireen’®
and the Ansar’®' and those who
followed them with good conduct —
Allah is pleased with them and
they are pleased with Him, and He
has prepared for them gardens
beneath which rivers flow, wherein
they will abide forever. That is
the great attainment.

And among those around you of
the bedouins are hypocrites, and
[also] from the people of Madinah.
They have persisted in hypocrisy.
You, [O Muhammad], do not
know them, [but] We know them.
We will punish them twice [in
this world]; then they will be
returned to a great punishment.
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499i.e.. a fine or penalty.

50 1Those who emigrated from Makkah and settled in Madinah for the cause of Islam.
50 The inhabitants of Madinah who had accepted Islam and assisted the Prophet (%) and

other emigrants upon their arrival there.
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And [there are] others who have
acknowledged their sins. They
had mixed [i.e., polluted] a
righteous deed with another that
was bad.’> Perhaps Allah will turn
to them in forgiveness. Indeed,
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

Take, [O Muhammad], from their
wealth a charity by which you
purify them and cause them
increase, and invoke [Allah's
blessings] upon them. Indeed,
your invocations are reassurance
for them. And Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.

Do they not know that it is Allah
who accepts repentance from His
servants and receives charities
and that it is Allah who is the
Accepting of Repentance,’®” the
Merciful?

And say, "Do [as you will], for
Allah will see your deeds, and [so
will] His Messenger and the
believers. And you will be returned
to the Knower of the unseen and
the witnessed, and He will inform
you of what you used to do."

And [there are] others deferred
until the command of Allah —
whether He will punish them or
whether He will forgive them.
And Allah is Knowing and Wise.

And [there are] those [hypocrites]
who took for themselves a
mosque for causing harm and
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5OZThis refers to their having previously taken part in jikad but having abstained on the

occasion of Tabiuk.
50 Refer to footnote in 2:37.
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disbelief and division among the
believers and as a station for
whoever had warred against
Allah and His Messenger before.
And they will surely swear, "We
intended only the best." And Allah
testifies that indeed they are liars.

Do not stand [for prayer] within
it — ever. A mosque founded on
righteousness from the first
day>®* is more worthy for you to
stand in. Within it are men who
love to purify themselves; and
Allah loves those who purify
themselves.

Then is one who laid the
foundation of his building on
righteousness [with fear] from
Allah and [seeking] His approval
better or one who laid the
foundation of his building on the
edge of a bank about to collapse,
so it collapsed with him into the
fire of Hell? And Allah does not
guide the wrongdoing people.

Their building which they built
will not cease to be a [cause of]
skepticism in their hearts until
their hearts are cut [i.e., stopped].
And Allah is Knowing and Wise.

Indeed, Allah has purchased from
the believers their lives and their
properties [in exchange] for that
they will have Paradise. They
fight in the cause of Allah, so
they kill and are killed. [It is] a
true promise [binding] upon Him
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in the Torah and the Gospel and
the Qur'an. And who is truer to
his covenant than Allah?  So
rejoice in your transaction which
you have contracted. And it is
that which is the great attainment.

[Such believers are] the repentant,
the worshippers, the praisers [of
Allah], the travelers [for His cause],
those who bow and prostrate [in
prayer], those who enjoin what is
right and forbid what is wrong,
and those who observe the limits
[set by] Allah. And give good
tidings to the believers.

It is not for the Prophet and those
who have believed to ask
forgiveness for the polytheists,
even if they were relatives, after
it has become clear to them that
they are companions of Hellfire.

And the request of forgiveness of
Abraham for his father was only
because of a promise he had
made to him. But when it became
apparent to him [i.e., Abraham] that
he [i.e., the father] was an enemy
to Allah, he disassociated himself
from him. Indeed was Abraham
compassionate and patient.

And Allah would not let a people
stray after He has guided them
until He makes clear to them what
they should avoid. Indeed, Allah
is Knowing of all things.

Indeed, to Allah belongs the
dominion of the heavens and the
earth; He gives life and causes
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death. And you have not besides
Allah any protector or any helper.

Allah has already forgiven the
Prophet and the Muhajireen and
the Ansar who followed him in
the hour of difficulty after the
hearts of a party of them had
almost inclined [to doubt], and
then He forgave them. Indeed, He
was to them Kind and Merciful.

And [He also forgave] the three
who were left alone [i.e., boycotted,
regretting their error] to the point
that the earth closed in on them in
spite of its vastness®® and their
souls confined [i.e., anguished]
them and they were certain that
there is no refuge from Allah
except in Him. Then He turned
to them so they could repent.
Indeed, Allah is the Accepting of
Repentance,’® the Merciful.

O you who have believed, fear
Allah and be with those who are
true.

It was not [proper] for the people
of Madinah and those surrounding
them of the bedouins that they
remain behind after [the departure
of] the Messenger of Allah or
that they prefer themselves over
his self 37 That is because they
are not afflicted by thirst or
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505 Thus it seemed to them in their extreme distress.

ngefer to footnote in 2:37.

(#2) whatever was necessary for Islam.

In times of hardship. Rather, they should have been willing to endure with the Prophet
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fatigue or hunger in the cause of
Allah, nor do they tread on any
ground that enrages the dis-
believers, nor do they inflict upon
an enemy any infliction but that it
is registered for them as a
righteous deed. Indeed, Allah
does not allow to be lost the
reward of the doers of good.

Nor do they spend an expenditure,
small or large, or cross a valley
but that it is registered for them,
that Allah may reward them for
the best of what they were doing.

And it is not for the believers to
go forth [to battle] all at once.
For there should separate from
every division of them a group
[remaining] to obtain under-
standing in the religion and to
warn [i.e., advise] their people
when they return to them, that
they might be cautious.

O you who have believed, fight
against those adjacent to you of
the disbelievers and let them find
in you harshness. And know that
Allah is with the righteous.

And whenever a stirah is revealed,
there are among them [i.e., the
hypocrites] those who say, "Which
of you has this increased in faith?"
As for those who believed, it has
increased them in faith, while they
are rejoicing.

But as for those in whose hearts
is disease, it has [only] increased
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them in evil [in addition] to their
evil.’® And they will have died
while they are disbelievers.

Do they not see that they are tried
every year once or twice but then
they do not repent nor do they
remember?

And whenever a strah is
revealed, they look at each other,
[as if saying], "Does anyone see
you?" and then they dismiss
themselves. Allah has dismissed
their hearts because they are a
people who do not understand.

There has certainly come to you a
Messenger from among yourselves.
Grievous to him is what you
suffer; [he is] concerned over you
[i.e., your guidance] and to the
believers is kind and merciful.

But if they turn away, [O
Muhammad], say, "Sufficient for
me is Allah; there is no deity
except Him. On Him I have
relied, and He is the Lord of the
Great Throne."

508y iterally, "filth,” i.e., disbelief and hypocrisy.
280
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verses of the wise’'! Book.

. Have the people been amazed
that We revealed [revelation] to a
man from among them, [saying],
"Warn mankind and give good
tidings to those who believe that
they will have a [firm] precedence
of honor’'? with their Lord"?
[But] the disbelievers say, "Indeed,
this is an obvious magician."

. Indeed, your Lord is Allah, who
created the heavens and the earth
in six days and then established
Himself above the Throne,!3
arranging the matter [of His
creation]. There is no intercessor
except after His permission. That
is Allah, your Lord, so worship Him.
Then will you not remember?

your return all
together. [It is] the promise of
Allah [which is] truth. Indeed, He
begins the [process of] creation
and then repeats it that He may
reward those who have believed
and done righteous deeds, in
justice. But those who disbelieved
will have a drink of scalding water
and a painful punishment for what
they used to deny.
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509Y1211us: (The Prophet) Jonah.
See footnote to 2:1.

STy, adjective "wise" expresses the qualities of will, purpose, discrimination and precision.

512
5135ee footnotes to 2:19 and 7:54.

i.e., a sure position due to their righteous deeds.
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shining light and the moon a
derived light and determined for
it phases — that you may know
the number of years and account
[of time]. Allah has not created
this except in truth. He details
the signs for a people who know.

Indeed, in the alternation of the
night and the day and [in] what
Allah has created in the heavens
and the earth are signs for a people
who fear Allah.

Indeed, those who do not expect
the meeting with Us and are
satisfied with the life of this world
and feel secure therein and those
who are heedless of Our signs —

For those their refuge will be the
Fire because of what they used to
earn.

Indeed, those who have believed
and done righteous deeds — their
Lord will guide them because of
their faith. Beneath them rivers

will flow in the Gardens of
Pleasure.
Their call therein will be,

"Exalted are You, O Allah," and
their greeting therein will be,
"Peace." And the last of their call
will be, "Praise to Allah, Lord of
the worlds!"

And if Allah was to hasten for the
people the evil [they invoke]’* as
He hastens for them the good,
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5 14In anger or in heedlessness.
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ones who do not expect the
meeting with Us in their
transgression, wandering blindly.

And when affliction touches man,
he calls upon Us, whether lying
on his side or sitting or standing;
but when We remove from him
his affliction, he continues [in
disobedience] as if he had never
called upon Us to [remove] an
affliction that touched him. Thus
is made pleasing to the
transgressors that which they
have been doing.

And We had already destroyed
generations before you when they
wronged, and their messengers had
come to them with clear proofs,
but they were not to believe. Thus
do We recompense the criminal
people.

Then We made you successors in
the land after them so We may
observe how you will do.

And when Our verses are recited
to them as clear evidences, those
who do not expect the meeting
with Us say, "Bring us a Qur'an
other than this or change it." Say,
[O Muhammad], "It is not for me
to change it on my own accord. I
only follow what is revealed to
me. Indeed I fear, if I should
disobey my Lord, the punishment
of a tremendous Day."
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i.e., Allah would have destroyed them on account of that.
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Say, "If Allah had willed, I would
not have recited it to you, nor
would He have made it known to
you, for I had remained among
you a lifetime before it Then
will you not reason?"

So who is more unjust than he
who invents a lie about Allah or
denies His signs? Indeed, the
criminals will not succeed.

And they worship other than
Allah that which neither harms
them nor benefits them, and they
say, "These are our intercessors
with Allah." Say, "Do you inform
Allah of something He does not
know in the heavens or on the
earth?" Exalted is He and high
above what they associate with
Him.

And mankind was not but one
community [united in religion],
but [then] they differed. And if not
for a word’! that preceded from
your Lord, it would have been
judged between them [immediately]
concerning that over which they
differ.

And they say, "Why is a sign not
sent down to him from his Lord?"
So say, "The unseen is only for
Allah [to administer], so wait;
indeed, I am with you among those
who wait."
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SigThe Prophet (3£) lived among his people forty years before receiving any revelation.
5 Allah's decree to allow time on earth for His creation or not to punish anyone before

evidence has come to him.
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And when We give the people a
taste of mercy after adversity has
touched them, at once they
conspire against Our verses. Say,
"Allah is swifter in strategy."
Indeed, Our messengers [i.e., angels]
record that which you conspire.

It is He who enables you to travel
on land and sea until, when you
are in ships and they sail with
them®'® by a good wind and they
rejoice therein, there comes a storm
wind and the waves come upon
them from every place and they
expect to be engulfed, they
supplicate Allah, sincere to Him in
religion, "If You should save us
from this, we will surely be
among the thankful."

But when He saves them, at once
they commit injustice’" upon the
earth without right. O mankind,
your injustice is only against your-
selves, [being merely] the enjoyment
of worldly life. Then to Us is your
return, and We will inform you of
what you used to do.

The example of [this] worldly life
is but like rain which We have
sent down from the sky that the
plants of the earth absorb — [those]
from which men and livestock eat —
until, when the earth has taken on
its adornment and is beautified and
its people suppose that they have
capability over it, there comes to it
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518The change in pronoun from the second to third person shows that the following
description applies specifically to the disbelievers.
519By oppression and disobedience or by invoking others besides Allah.
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if it had not flourished yesterday.
Thus do We explain in detail the
signs for a people who give thought.

And Allah invites to the Home of
Peace [i.e., Paradise] and guides
whom He wills to a straight path.

For them who have done good is
the best [reward] — and extra.>?!
No darkness will cover their
faces, nor humiliation. Those are
companions of Paradise; they
will abide therein eternally.

But they who have earned [blame
for] evil doings — the recompense
of an evil deed is its equivalent,
and humiliation will cover them.
They will have from Allah no
protector. It will be as if their
faces are covered with pieces of
the night — so dark [are they].
Those are the companions of the
Fire; they will abide therein
eternally.

And [mention, O Muhammad],
the Day We will gather them all
together — then We will say to
those who associated others with
Allah, "[Remain in] your place,
you and your 'partners.'"*> Then
We will separate them,” and
their "partners" will say, "You did
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52Olts vegetation having been cut down or uprooted, i.e., utterly destroyed.
In addition to the pleasures of Paradise, they will be able to see Allah (subhanahu wa
ta‘ala), as reported in an authentic hadith narrated by Muslim.

5227p05e they had associated with Allah.
2 From the believers.
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